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phenomenal sense to which, we have since become accus-
tomed in physical science, he disposes in like manner
of the cognate notion of Power, which, as he takes it,
differs from Cause (efficient and material) only in having
reference to an effect not yet but to be produced, and
called in this relation Act. A cause, he further remarks,
would not be entire if it failed to produce its effect (this
being supposed possible) or to produce it at the instant
of becoming entire. Every effect, past, present or future,
is thus produced by a necessary cause, in the sense that
as soon as the cause is entire the effect cannot be under-
stood not to follow. Contingency said of any accident
is, therefore, to be understood only in respect of such
precedent accidents as it does not depend upon, not as if
any accident were itself not necessarily caused. Again,
an impossible act (or event) is that to the production of
which there never shall be full power; a possible event
is that which is not impossible, and which therefore shall
at some time be produced. But whatever shall at some
time become actual it is impossible to hinder. Every pos-
sible event will thus (he concludes) be necessarily produced.
Hobbes has little more to add in the way of general
philosophical doctrine before passing to the considera-
tion of those aspects of bodies by which they are dis-
tinguished from one another. Identity and Difference
are, however, to be understood in general, because it
happens to all bodies alike to be somehow distinguished.
Two bodies may be said to differ, when something can
be said of one that cannot be said of the other at the
same time; and because they must always differ at
least in number, or be at once in two places, no two
are the same. But bodies may, further, differ in mag-